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Site visit to City of London Corporation – 22 February 2017 
 
On Wednesday 22 February 2017 Members of the London Assembly’s Regeneration Committee took 
part in a site visit to the City of London Corporation. The visit was attended by Committee Members 
Navin Shah AM, Chair and Shaun Bailey AM, Deputy Chairman. In preparation for the Committee 
meeting on digital connectivity (1 March 2017), members discussed the work that is being 
undertaken in this field by the City of London Corporation. 
 
The visit started with a discussion with Mark Boleat, Chairman of the Policy and Resources 
Committee; Philip Saunders, Parliamentary Affairs Counsel; Steven Bage, City Infrastructure Adviser; 
and James Edwards, Parliamentary and GLA Officer. 
 
At the start of the discussion, Mark Boleat emphasised the role and importance of digital 
connectivity for the City of London Corporation and how they have been working with various 
providers to achieve better connectivity. The discussion then focused on the actions and measures 
that the Corporation has taken to enhance connectivity further, mainly: 

• The new WiFi service. The current free Wi-Fi Service in the City is provided by the Cloud but 
will be replaced later this year with a new gigabit Wi-Fi mesh network. It will be the single 
largest investment in wireless infrastructure in the City of London. To boost wireless 
coverage, more than 400 4G small cells will be mounted on street objects such as lampposts, 
street signs, buildings and CCTV columns. The third party chosen to manage the assets will 
start to deploy the cells in June 2017 and the rollout will be completed in 2019. The City of 
London expects that the new service will make it easier to adopt 5G technology.1 

• The City’s ‘wayleave toolkit’. The Toolkit gives broadband providers, SMEs, landlords and 
developers with the documentation they need to deliver digital infrastructure in a fast and 
effective way. The Standardised Wayleave Toolkit will improve connectivity for business and 
speed up the installation of broadband. All parties will benefit from lower costs and more 
efficient ways of working. The toolkit has been endorsed by the Mayor and could be used 
across London.2 

Committee members asked questions about the relevance of these measures and actions to the rest 
of London and the level of investment that such measures and actions have required. 
 

 

1 S Fenwick, ‘City of London to roll out gigabit Wi-Fi mesh network this year’, Land Mobile, 9 January 2017. 
2 See the website of the City of London Corporation. 

 
 

                                                           

Appendix 3

http://www.landmobile.co.uk/news/city-of-london-to-roll-out-gigabit-wi-fi-mesh-network-this-year
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/business/commercial-property/utilities-and-infrastructure-/Pages/Wayleaves.aspx
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William Newton, EMEA Director, WiredScore, and Charlotte Brown, Intern at WiredScore, joined the 
conversation to expand on the need to think about connectivity as early as possible in new building 
projects. WiredScore, chosen to deliver Boris Johnson’s Connectivity Ratings Scheme, has been 
informing tech companies and small businesses in the City about the connectivity levels of buildings 
they are considering occupying before they agree to take out a lease. Through a certification 
program called Wired Certification, the WiredScore team helps landlords to market their buildings as 
tech-friendly destinations, and tenants can use this information to find buildings that meet their 
telecommunications needs.3 
 
The meeting ended with a discussion of what the Mayor could do to enhance digital connectivity 
across the capital.  
 
After the discussion, Committee Members saw street furniture and the added new equipment that 
will support the new WiFi service. Committee Members asked questions about planning policy 
aspects and implications of such a use of street furniture. 
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Julien Danero Iglesias   
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3 See the website of WiredScore. 
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